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took up the idea of common action, although French pub-
lic opinion objected to too close association with English
aims. Russia, taking advantage of this rift between Eng-
land and France, refused to join and advised the Sultan to
make peace with Mehemet directly, without reference to
Europe. Russia felt that the action of the Powers, if they
caine together, would undo the advantages she had held
since Unkiar-Skelessi. However, Metternich acted quickly
and anticipated objections by having the Austrian ambas-
sador at Constantinople present the Sultan a collective note
from the Five Powers, stating that these Powers had reached
an accord on the Eastern question, and holding the Porte
to "abstain from any final decision without their concur-
rence and to await the results of their interest in its wel-
fare."2
Russia having apparently given in on the formal ques-
tion of the acceptance of the Concert, the Czar's ambas-
sador at London made the most of the situation to sow dis-
sension between France and England. The Czar's strong
personal dislike of France was an element in the situation,
playing into the plans of Palmerston, whose objections to
the French plan of favoring Mehemet Ali's ambitions upon
Syria were soon shared by Berlin and Vienna as well as
St. Petersburg. Then Russia opened new diplomatic pos-
sibilities. To Palmerston's surprise, the Government of the
Czar went so far as to intimate a willingness to reconsider
the Treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi, stating that the Czar had
regarded that treaty not as an implement for establishing
an absolute protectorate over Turkey but merely as a means
of safety for the Porte.3 The Treaty of Unkiar-Skelessi
2 British and Foreign State Papers, Vol. 28, p. 408.
3 Goriainow, op. cit., p. 67.